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Occupy.

Union Square, originally called “Union Place,” was a former
site for public forum, parades, public addresses and much
more. However, the newest design of the park that can be
seen today has attempted to make a space that is far less
conducive to public forum and assembly than it once was.

This thesis seeks to change that and allow for Union
Square, as well as a news media center, to be a vehicle for public forum once again. The public space will
be used as a vehicle for different types of forums, protests,
and even public address in conjunction with the newly remodeled public space, Union Square.
While space for public forum is hard to find in 2020, unbiased news is also non-existent and clear, factual information is inaccessible to the public. This project aims to

counteract and contradict the current news available to the public. This idea spawned a new building ty-

pology that has a clear focus on spreading factual information and unbiased news, as well as making a space for the
public to convene. A news media center that incorporates
and supports the public, and is held accountable by the
public, is vital in modern society.

This thesis project encourages transparency, distributes news through different mediums, and
places importance on making the public feel welcomed into a contemporary take on a news media
center. The main elements this thesis deals with are ideas

of assembly and disbursement of information. It proposes a
news media center that will encourage transparency and
assembly, through an additional program that seamlessly
weaves in public space, blurring the threshold between
news and the public.

The Political History
of Union Square

18
42

Union Square was the location of a fountain
that was built in order to congratulate the city
on the opening of a new aqueduct.

18
61
Union Square during this time, while the civil
war was going on was a site for a rally. This rally
was at a massive scale, this also had a large part
to do with the George Washington statue
that’s in the square. Even back then, this image
was majorly publicized and the space was used
for gathering, as well as a place for speeches to
be made.

18
64
Samuel Ruggles, who was a large scale
developer at the time, decided that it would be
a great site for a speech that happened for a fair,
The Metropolitan fair, that took place here.
There was a Grand Hall that ended up being
constructed within the square itself. “‘Union
Place’” as it was called, was decided to be the
heart of the city by Gov. Morris who was a
Commissioner in New York State, as well as
somebody who revised the Constitution at one
point in time.

18
71
Union Square leading up to and during this
time, became a place that was filled with
commercial buildings, but had a garden that
was placed between the hustle and bustle since
it used to be residential. Above is a proposal by
Kellogg and Polard for the site.

18
76
The squares use was not in line with it’s design
at this point in time. The square had become a
place for mass gatherings, protests, and so on,
and the space was being used in a highly functional and well thought out way. That’s why
when the Olmsted and Vaux, the next landscape designers came into play, they wanted to
change the design to accomodate this program.

18
93
The same two, Olmsted and Vaux, built “the
Cottage,” a neo-Gothic building. This became a
platform for many speeches, most of which
were political, at the time.

19
08
The Socialist International Workers of the
World, tended to use Union Square as a place
to gather for rallies. This led to more disorder
and chaos due to lack of organization. These
rallies would often turn violent and led to the
park turning down the use of the park to
certain groups going forward.

19
17
The Parks Department tried to make a Union
Square that was far less political and without
chaos. Therefore, the Mayor at the time decided
doc a ship that was named the USS Recruit,
which was used as a recruiting site for the Navy.

19
30

Until this time, Union Square was uprooted
due to subway construction in the area.

The new park became a memorial for what
once was a public space, and now was simply a
public park.

Who Owns Your News?
Breitbart

Larry Solov,
Susie Breitbart,
the Mercer Family

gave $15.5 million to many of the
organizations that backed Trump in
the 2016 Election.
CEOs of one of the biggest and most
well known hedge funds in America,
Renaissance technologies.

Fox News,
Opinion
New York
Post

The Murdoch Family is one of the richest families
in the world.
Rupert Murdoch, is ranked 47th for the richest in
the world.

Murdoch
Family

Wall St
Journal,
Opinion

The
Washington Examiner

He owns HarperCollins, Century News Fox.
For a brief period owned facebook, has a stake in
170 of the newspapers in Australia.
An interesting thing to note is that currently,
Donald Trump and him are on good terms, and
are rumored to have become better friends.
As of 2019, Rupert Murdoch’s net worth came in
at 19.8 billion.

Owned by the Clarity Media Group, whose
owner is Philip Anschutz.

Philip Anschutz

He is said to have donated around one million
dollars to certain Republican organizations.
This media group owns many movie theaters,
other papers such as The San Francisco
Examiner, the Weekly Standard, as well as
certain resorts.
The company is also the head of Walden
Media, Best known for the Chronicles of
Narnia.
Anschutz owns the Barclays Center, The 02 in
London, as well as concert series such as
Coachella.

NPR
Online
BBC

Washington
Post

Not
Privately
Funded

Funded by
advertisement
and following

Jess Bezos

NPR is a company that was established by
congress. Most of the stations are kept different
government parts such as Universities, etc.

The BBC is regulated by Ofcom which
is an institution that regulates telecom,
postal services, and broadcasting
within the UK. The BBC, relies on
both advertisements, plus subscriptions from its followers to fund itself.
The chairman of BBC was a businessman, who seems to have no outward
political ties.

The paper was sold in 2013 to Jeff Besos for $250
Million.
Bezos is the CEO and founder of Amazon.
His net worth is $109.1 Billion.
He has donated to both Repulican and Democratic politicians.

MSNBC

Comcast

MSNBC is owned by NBC Universal,
which is owned by Comcast.
Comcast is a service provider for companies like Verizon, XFinity, etc.
Channels owned include but not limited to, USA, E!, Syfy, etc. Also, Universal Pictures and the Resorts and Parks
linked.
Comcast’s Chairman, who owns 33%
of shares, is Brian L. Roberts, who has
supported Clinton in the latest election, and while he has given money to
both sides, his Democratic donations
outweigh his Republican donations by
a large margin.
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